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Gas cylinders present a unique hazard in the workplace because the contents are always under pressure, even when empty. The cylinders must be handled with care at all times. Below are some important things to remember on the proper handling, procedures and storage for work with or near gas cylinders.   
Cylinder handling:
· Keep cylinders away from contact with electrical wires, sparks or heat sources. Shield from sparks or flames during welding or cutting.
· Use a suitable rack, cradle or hand truck for lifting, lowering or moving. Never use valves or caps for lifting or lowering the cylinder.
· When the cylinder is being moved, make sure the valve is closed and the cap is on.
· Use warm water to clear a valve if the cylinder becomes clogged with ice or snow. 

· Do not drop, jar or roll cylinders.
· Cylinders must be inspected regularly by an experienced and authorized person.
· Never transfer gases between containers; this may only be done by a gas cylinder company or supplier who is familiar with the hazard. 
Cylinder labeling: 
· Ensure cylinders are properly labeled and that labels are not defaced or altered in any way.

· Labels must be legible, in English and prominently displayed on the cylinders and the lines and hoses leading from the cylinder.
Cylinder storage: 
· To guard against tipping over, cylinders should be placed in a rack and secured with straps or chains in an upright position. Straps or chains must be no more than one third from the top of the cylinder. 
· When the cylinder is empty, it must be tagged or otherwise marked as such and the valve completely closed off and the cap replaced. 

· Store empty and full cylinders separately.
· Do not store anything on top of cylinders. 

· Do not place the valve where any part can come into contact with oil or dirt.
Full or empty, hazardous gas cylinders must always be handled with care.
This form documents that the training specified above was presented to the listed participants. By signing below, each participant acknowledges receiving this training.
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Remember to load your completed trainings into the Risk Management Center
GHS Pictogram that appears on labels and safety data sheets (SDSs) for gases under pressure.









